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To  the  Chairman  an_d  Members.  o;f  thc_  Street.  Urban  District  Council 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlenen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  tenth  Annual  Report  for  the  District 
Council,  and  this  is  prepared  in  accordance  with  Circular  l/7l  of  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security* 

The  health  statistics  for  1970  as  detailed  in  the  Report  give  reasonable 
cause  for  satisfaction*  The  beginning  of  the  year  was  marked  by  a 
continuation  of  the  sharp  outbreak  of  Hong  Kong  ’flu  which  commenced  in 
late  1 969  and  had  nation  wide  impact,  but  essential  workers  were  helped  by 
vaccination  against  this, 

A  welcome  event  in  the  town  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year  was  the 
completion  of  the  new  Health  Centre,  with  all  its  modem  amenities,  used  by 
rthe  two  family  doctor  practices,  their  attached  Health  Visitors  and  by  the 
County  Council  for  its  weekly  Child  Health  Clinic* 

I  an  once  again  most  grateful  to  the  Surveyor/Public  Health  Inspector 
for  his  excellent  report  on  the  environmental  health  of  the  town  and  for  his 

ready  cooperation  at  all  times* 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Clerk,  other  Officers,  Council  members 
and  professional  colleagues  for  their  continued  support* 

I  beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D*.Eo  CLARE* 

Medical  Officer  of  Health* 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS,  1970 

Area  of  Urban  District  (in  acres)  . . .  3,069 

Estimated  Population  (mid-year  1970 ) . .  8,230 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (as  at  31/12/70 ) .  2,747 

Rateable  Value............  fas  at  1/4/70). . £328,088 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate..*  (as  at  31/3/70) . .  £1,279 

HOPES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS  POP  1970 
(The  figures  in  general  are  too  small  for  much  importance  to  be 
attached  to  them  but  certain  broad  statements  can  be  made.) 

Population 

Phe  Registrar  General  estimates  a  rise  of  110  over  the  mid— year  population  for  1969, 
and  live  births  exceeded  deaths  by  48. 

Births 

Live  Births  -  fell  by  17  compared  with  the  equivalent  figure  for  1969  with  the 
result  that  the  Corrected  Birth  Rate  was  lower  than  the  national  average  but  higher 
than  the  County  figure. 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  —  totalled  2  less  than  in  the  previous  year  and  the 
percentage  rate  was  only  half  the  national  figure. 

_Still  Births  -  rose  to  2  giving  a  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  higher  than 
national  or  County  rates. 

Deaths 

All  Ages  —  totalled  2  less  than  in  1969  and  the  death  rate  when  increased  by  the 
Area  Deaths  Comparability  Eactor  gave  a  figure  approximating  that  of  the  County  but 
significantly  less  than  that  for  England  &  Wales. 

Infant  Deaths  -  we  re  1  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  but  as  they  both  occurred  in 
the  first  week  of  life  the  Neo-natal,  Early  Neo-natal  and  Perinatal  Mortality  rotes 
were  higher  than  County  or  National  figures  but  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  lower. 
Maternal  Mortality  -  was  again  nil. 

Causes  of  Death 

Heart.  Cerebrovascular  and  Other  Diseases  of  the,. Clirc ulatory  System  once  again 
accounted  for  most  of  the  deaths  in  the  town  with  a  total  of  39,  one  less  than  in  1969 
Heart  diseases  caused  23  of  these  and  Cerebrovascular  11. 

Cancers  -  followed  with  13  deaths,  one  more  than  in  the  previous  year  and  as  regards 
site,  cancer  of  the  lung  easily  led  with  5  deaths,  followed  by  cancer  of  the  intestine 
with  2. 

Respiratory  Diseases  -  accounted  for  9  deaths  -  5  by  pneumonia,  3  by  bronchitis  and 
1  by  other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system. 

Accidents  —  caused  4  deaths  but  only  one  was  by  a  motor  vehicle. 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries  -  again  accounted  for  1  death  over  the  age  of  75 

NOPIPIABLE  DISEASES 

Phere  was  the  usual  biennial  increase  in  the  number  of  measles  cases  notified,  though 
this  was  not  as  great  as  in  previous  years,  probably  as  a  result  of  the  use  of  measles 
vaccine. 

Phe  two  cases  of  infective  jaundice  occurred  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  but  there 
was  no  apparent  connection  between  them. 

Phe  case  of  meningococcal  infection  occurred  in  a  young  factory  worker  working 
outside  the  town,  unf ortunately  with  fatal  results. 


AliTJAL,  RETURN  OF  POOD  POISONING-  AND  HUMAN  SALMONELLA  INFECTIONS 

One  case  only  of  human  salmonellosis  was  reported,  caused  "by  S 9 typhimurium 
and  occurring  in  a  person  returning  from  a  holiday  abroad. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT.  1J48  (SECe47)  &  AliENMENT  ACT.  1951, 

No  case  occurred  requiring  official  court  action  under  the  provisions  of 
these  Acts  but  2  households  were  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors,  Welfare  Officers, 
Public  Health  Inspector  and  myself  where  borderline  conditions  existed.  In  the 
first  household,  a  bed-bound  lady  received  care  and  attention  from  a  neighbour 
and  her  husband  and  steadfastly  refused  admission  to  hospital#  In  the  second 
house,  where  an  elderly  lady  lived  with  her  daughter  in  unsatisfactory 
circumstances,  it  was  found  possible  to  increase  the  amount  of  Home  Help  given 
by  the  aid  of  a  local  charity. 


IASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE 

fortnightly  visits  were  paid  by  the  Hass  Radiography  Service  Unit  to 
the  Northside  Car  Park  for  the  benefit  of  General  Practitioner  referrals.  The 
number  of  these  referrals  included  in  the  figures  given  below  is  251  , 
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€z  still  births  . . .  . . . 

- 

1 

0-11 
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PUBLIC  HEA.1TH  INSPECTOR  *  S  REPORT 

1912 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  supply  to  the  Street  Urban  District  is  now  satisfactory  in  quantity, 
since  the  commissioning  of  the  reservoir  on  Ivythorn  Hill. 

The  quality  of  the  water  is  also  satisfactory.  Regular  samples  were 
taken  during  the  year  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses,  and  the  results 
were  as  follows :~ 


22  bacteriological  samples 

0  •  » 

satisfactory 

3  -do- 

0  9  0 

unsatisfactory 

4  chemical  samples 

©  0  0 

satisfactory 

Pluoride  content  of  the  water 

•supplies 

Millyard  supply 

•  •  # 

0.06  p.p.m.  as  E 

Millhead  ’’ 

0  •  0 

0.10  -do— 

Honeyhurst  11 

0  •  • 

0.12  -do- 

Cheddar  ” 

•  0  0 

0.12  —do— 

SEWERAGE  &  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

During  the  year  extensive  cleaning  of  the  sewers  took  place  by  dragging  and 
jet  flushing  which  has  proved  of  great  advantage  as  no  flooding  took  place  in  the 
area. 


A  television  survey  was  carried  out  on  the  sewers  which  showed  several  areas 
in  need  of  extensive  repair. 

The  Council’s  Consultants  are  now  preparing  schemes  for  approval  by  the 
Ministry. 

Sewage  disposal  works  continue  to  produce  fairly  good  samples  of  effluent 
and  whilst  they  comply  with  the  Royal  Commission’s  standard,  several  failed  to  comply 
with  the  high  standard  imposed  by  the  River  Authority* 

Improvements  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and  it  is  intended  to  increase 
the  number  of  irrigation  spray  guns  during  1971,  which  should  again  improve  the 
effluent  * 

The  Council’s  Consultants  are  also  engaged  on  preparing  a  scheme  to  improve 
the  works. 


SWIMMING  POOLS 

There  are  two  Swimming  Pools  in  the  area  -  Greenback,  a  privately  owned 
pool  but  open  to  the  public,  and  Millfield  School  pool. 

28  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  26  were  satisfactory. 
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POOD  HYGIENE 


Milk 

There  are  18  registered  distributors  in  the  area. 

During  the  year  98  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  taken  of  which  6  were 
uns  at  is  f  ao  t  ory , 

The  one  bottling  and  pasteurising  plant  keeps  up  a  very  high  standard  of 
hygiene. 

PREMISES  WHERE  POOD  IS  PREPARED 

Ho0  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act,  1955:- 
Ice  Cream  M0©  50  (Retail  only) 

Manufactured  Meat  Products  . • •  3 

Poultry  Processing  .  Nil 

POOD  HYGIENE  (GEH3RAL)REGhiATIQH?  I960 
The  following  Pood  Premises  are  subject  to  the  above  Regulations :- 


Shoos 

No. 

No.fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg. 16,  i.e. 
wash-hand 
basins 

No.  to  which 
Reg. 19  applies 
i.e. facilities 
for  washing 
food  and 
equipment • 

Ho  0 complying 
with  Reg. 19 

Butcher 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Bakers  & 
Confectioners 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Cafes 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Dairies 

3 

3 

•7 

3 

Pish  &  Chip 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Groceries 

25 

25 

25 

25 

Sweet 

30 

30 

25 

25 

86 

86 

81 

81 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

There  are  two  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  area,  but  during  the  year  one 
butcher  decided  to  close  his  temporarily  and  buy  meat  from  a  wholesaler. 

Again,  it  was  possible  to  carry  out  100$b  inspection  of  all  animals  killed. 
Prom  the  small  amount  of  meat  condemned  it  will  be  obvious  that  best  quality  animals 
arc  bought. 


10  - 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and 

Condemned 

in  Whole 

or  in 

Part  during  the 

year 

Cattle 

Sheep 

exclud- 

Cows 

Calves 

end 

Pigs 

Horses 

ing  Cows 

Lambs 

No. killed  (if  known) 

92 

1 

1 

221 

255 

- 

No.  inspected 

92 

1 

1 

221 

255 

- 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and  Cystic erci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

C*9 

99 

- 

- 

Carcases  on  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

9 

13 

8 

— 

$  of  the  number  inspected 

effected  with  disease  other  than 

10$ 

- 

099 

6$ 

3% 

— 

tuberculosis  and  cystic erci 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

*=■* 

99* 

000 

•• 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

— 

** 

1 

%  of  the  number  inspected 

affected  with  tuberculosis 

0+9 

— 

0.4 % 

•90 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

099 

■** 

99 

' 

009 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 

by  refrigeration 

— 

99 

Generalised  and  totally 

condemned 

— 

— 

*** 

Weight  of  meat  condemned 

(in  lbs.)  for:- 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

t+9 

- 

- 

0x9 

12 

(b)  Cysticercosis 

9-9 

- 

- 

— 

009 

99 

(c)  Other 

107 

- 

62 

40 

— 

Total  (in  lbs0)  condemned 

107 

62 

52 

11 
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During  t no  year  221  lbs.  of  food,  other  than  meat  slaughtered,  was  condemned 

within  the  area® 

A  large  amount  of  this  was  due  to  electrical  or  mechanical  failure  in 
refrigerators  and  deep  frozen  food  cabinets* 

HOUSING 

During  the  year  22  old  person* s  bungalows  were  completed  by  the  Council  and 
66  private  enterprise  houses*  This  shows  a  big  drop  compared  with  last  year  and  is 
due  mainly  to  a  lack  of  available  building  land  for  private  enterprise  building. 
Strangely  enough  the  high  mortgage  rates  do  not  appear  to  have  deterred  house 
purchasers*  The  Council  has  decided  to  wind  up  its  direct  labour  building  force  and 
when  the  present  contracts  are  completed,  not  to  build  any  more  houses  for  the  time 
being* 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

During  the  year  12  Discretionary  Grant s ,  3  Standard  Grants  and  2  Special 
Grants  we  re  approved. 

This  shows  an  improvement  over  the  previous  year,  but  is  still  below  what  one 

would  like  to  see* 

The  Council  engaged  Architects  to  prepare  plans  for  improving  its  pre-war 
Council  housesand  whilst  it  is  hoped  to  bring  them  up  to  full  Parker  Morris  standard, 
costs  have  risen  so  sharply  that  one  wonders  whether  Council  house  rents  will  equal, 
or  nearly  so,  mortgage  repayments  and  we  shall  find  difficulty  in  finding  tenants  in 

the  future. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  &  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

105  premises  are  registered  with  the  Council  and  during  the  year  routine 
inspections  were  made*  Informal  action  was  taken  in  one  oase  to  provide  adequate 

heating* 

CLEAR  AIR  ACT,  1956 

No  action  was  found  necessary  and  advioe  was  given  to  developers  in  two 

cases* 

AGRICULTURAL  ( SAFETY,  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  3,936 


No  action  was  found  necessary  under  this  Act, 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937-1961 


1 


INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions 
by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 


Premises 

a) 

No.  on 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

No.  of 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(  i)  Factories  in  which 

Section  1,  2,  3,  4  &  6 

4 

4 

1 

are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities. 

(  ii)  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  above  in  which  Section  7 

is  enforced  by  the  Local 

29 

134 

mm 

Authority. 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (excluding 

mm 

mm 

outwo rkers 1  premi se  s ) 

Total: 

33 

134 

- 

2  —  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were 

found  (if  defects  are  discovered  at 

the  premises  on 

two,  three  or  more  separate 

occasions  they 

should  be  reckoned  as 

two,  three  or 

more  ’’cases”) 

Number  of  cases  in  viiich 

defects 

No. of  cases 

were  : 

found 

in  which 

Particulars 

Found  Remedied 

Referred 

prosecutions 

To  HM 

By  HM 

were  insti- 

Inspector 

Inspector 

tuted 

a) 

(2) 

(3) 

U) 

hi 

(6)  . 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (s.2) 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temp .  ( S . 3 ) 

1 

1 

- 

Inadequate  Vent.  (s*4) 

- 

- 

- 

tmm 

mrm 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

— 

- 

mm 

mm 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7):- 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

mm 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  :ncl.  offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 


No. of  Outworkers  required  by 
Section  133(l)(c)  Workers  -  209 
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CARAVAN  &  CAMPING-  SITES 


Nil  return* 
RATS  &  MICE 


77  properties  were  treated  for  rats  and  mice  in  addition  to  regular  treatment 
of  the  dumpsj  sewage  works  and  sewers# 

There  was  a  noticeable  increase  in  the  number  of  infestations  this  year  and  in 
particular  one  food  premises  proved  most  difficult  to  clear# 

CEMETERY 

28  burials  took  place  during  the  year  and  there  is  adequate  lend  for  the 
forseeable  future# 

CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT 

Action  was  taken  to  remove  several  derelict  cars  and  deposited  rubbish  in 
hedgerows  and  ditches# 

It  is  a  sad  reflection  of  the  times  that  people  are  prepared  to  discard 
rubbish  without  thought  of  others*  to  the  detriment  of  the  amenities  of  our  Country 
and  to  the  annoyance  of  the  recipients# 

The  Council  has  made  available  dumps  within  easy  access  of  the  town  and  is 
prepared  to  collect  rubbish  on  request,  for  the  cost  of  collection* 


D#E.C# 

N.E.W. 
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